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WYCOMBE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

public  Health  Department, 

28,  High  Street, 
High  Wycombe. 

October  I960* 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council, 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  1959* 

Once  again  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  population  of  the 
district  - the  Registrar  General’s  figure  as  estimated  being 
47,870  which  is  2,110  above  that  for  1958.  Although  there  was  an 
excess  of  429  births  over  deaths  the  major  part  of  the  increase  was 
due  to  people  moving  into  the  area  - close  on  1,700  doing  so.  This 
increase  puts  a strain  on  the  services  provided  by  the  Council 
particularly  for  sewage  and  refuse  disposal.  Fortunately  the 
former  will  be  alleviated  when  the  various  sewerage  schemes  becomes 
operative  . 

In  1959  there  were  832  births , 17  less  than  in  1958  and  429 
deaths  an  increase  of  27. 

There  were  only  10  deaths  of  children  under  1 year  - the 
infantile  mortality  rate  being  12.02  per  1,000  related  births.  This 
is  the  second  lowest  figure  ever  recorded  and  is  5*7  per  1,000 
lower  than  in  the  previous  year.  429  deaths  were  registered  during 
1959,  190  of  these  were  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation, 
81  to  cancer  and  75  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system.  In 
respect  of  the  deaths  from  cancer  the  organ  most  frequently  affected 
was  the  lung  and  19  persons  died  from  this  type.  6 of  the  19 
victims  were  females  a much  larger  proportion  than  one  finds  normally. 
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The  one  outstanding  feature  in  the  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases  was  the  reappearance  of  diphtheria,  after  an  absence  of  1 3 
years*  Three  cases,  all  uniimnunised,  in  the  Loudwater  district 
were  notified  - the  diagnosis  in  all  having  'been  made  retrospectively. 
The  fact  that  the  outbreak  was  not  more  extensive  was  due  to  the  high 
proportion  of  the  school  population  having  been  protected  by  immuni- 
sation - no  less  than  70 % having  been  inoculated  previously. 

The  most  notifications  received  were  in  respect  of  measles  339$ 
scarlet  fever  64  and  whooping  cough  34  cases. 

poliomyelitis  was  conspieious  by  its  absence  but  the  campaign 
for  active  immunisation  continued  throughout  the  year  and  one  often 
wished  that  vaccine  could  be  given  by  mouth  as  is  done  in  other 
countries.  The  arranging  for  and  the  giving  of,  on  average,  over 
1 ,000  injections  per  week  throughout  the  year  was  no  light  task  for 
the  Area  Office  Staff  - particularly  at  the  rush  period  following 
the  death  in  April  of  a football  intemationlist.  However  as  in 
the  current  year  there  has  been  a lower  incidence  of  poliomyelitis 
than  for  many  years  it  may  be  that  our  efforts  have  borne  fruit. 

In  conclusion  I thank  the  Chief  public  Health  Inspector  and 
indeed  all  the  members  of  the  staff  for  their  help  and  co-operation 
during  the  year  - they  have  served  the  Council  loyally  and  well. 


AoJ c MUIR 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS o 


oeooooeooooo 


Area  121  acres 
Population  (1 951 ) census 


0*0000*0 


oo**oo<»**o©®ooo«©c 


ooooeooooo»oooooooooooooo®*ooooooo< 


'oooooooc 


Registrar  General °s  Estimate  of  population  mid=1 959 < 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  on  rate  'book  (31st  March,,  1959)°° 
Rateable  Value  as  at  1st  April  9 1959. 

Estimated  product  of  penny  Rate  1st  April*  1959^ 


009000000000000000000< 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  0 


Live  Births 


Number® . „ . 

Rate  per  1000  population 


0OS9®OOOOOO<»aOOOOOOQOOOOOOOO»QOOOOe«OOOOO«OOO 

oflooooooocaeooooooooeoooeoceoo© 


Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births® .. 

Stillbirths 


NUmbe  r ooooooooaooooooooo°oo°oooo«° 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 


OOOOOOOOOOOO  * 0 0 3000 

ooo  *0000000000 


Total  Live  and  Still  Births oooo°oooooooooo»o.ooo.oooooo°oo 
Infant  Deaths  ( deaths  under  1 year) ..°.e.ooooooooooooo°.°° 
Infant  Mortality  Rates 


Total  infant  deaths  per  lOOOtotal  live  births . . ° . . » ° <>  ° ° a 
Legitimate  w w » n legitimate  live  births . „ « . 0 . 
Illegitimate1*  n w " illegitimate  w w „ . . . » „ 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 'weeks  per  1000 

total  live  births), <>..000.000000 


Early  Neo “natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1000  total  live  births) e . ° ° . « o » 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 
week  combined  per  1 000  total  live  and  still  births) 0 . . ® . 0 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 


OO0O*OOOO9993OOO<»QOOOOOO*OOOO 


Number  of  deaths » 

Rate  per  1 000  total  live  and  still  births 0000..000 


0 0 3 9 0 0 0 

9 9 9 0 0 0 


. 71*232 
• 39*375 
o 47*870 
o 14,592 
•£  615*654 
o £2*605 


832 
1 7 .4 

3®1 2 

14 
1 6o54 

846 

10 

12o02 

12.83 

0e00 

10.81 

9«6l 

260OO 

1 

1 .18 
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DEATHS. 


Number  of  Deaths  - Males  - 224 

Females  - 205 

Totals  2^9 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated  population 9*0 


Comparability  Factor 1 *05 

Adjusted  Local  Death  Rate 9»45 

Death  Rate  of  England  and  Wales 11.6 

Tuberculosis  Death-Rate,  Total  County 0.07 

Tuberculosis  Death,  Wycombe  Rural  District 0.04 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


10  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year. 

Male • Female, 


Total. 


Legitimate 


7 3 10 


Illegitimate 


0 0 0 


7 3 10 


This  represents  a mortality  rate  of  12.02  per  1,000  related  births 
compared  -with  22o0  as  a general  figure  for  England  and  Wales. 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  - 10.81,  compared  with  a county  rate  of 

13.5. 

MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis 0 

(b)  From  other  maternal  causes.  1 
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TABLE  CF  DEATHS. 


1 . 

DISEASE. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratoiy 

MALES. 

0 

FEMALES. 

1 

TOTAL, 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

0 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  diseases . 

1 

0 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

3. 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

0 

0 

0 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

8. 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

9. 

Other  infectious  diseases..... 

0 

0 

0 

10. 

Cancer,  stomach 

7 

5 

12 

11. 

Cancer,  lungs 

13 

6 

19 

12. 

Cancer,  breast 

0 

6 

6 

13. 

Cancer,  uterus 

0 

3 

3 

14. 

Other  cancers 

22 

19 

41 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

2 

3 

1 6. 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

4 

17. 

Vascular  lesions,  nervous  system 

21 

26 

47 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina. 

44 

32 

76 

19. 

Hypertension  -with  heart  disease 

6 

3 

9 

20. 

Other  heart  diseases 

13 

23 

36 

21  . 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

10 

12 

22 

22. 

Influenza 

3 

5 

8 

23. 

Pneumonia 

19 

19 

38 

24. 

Bronchitis 

15 

7 

22 

25. 

Other  respiratoiy  diseases 

5 

2 

7 

26. 

Gastric  and  duodenal  ulcer 

3 

1 

4 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

0 

4 

4 

28. 

Nephritis , nephrosis 

1 

0 

1 
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29. 

30. 

31 . 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


(a) 

00 

(c) 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS,  (contd) . 


DISEASE. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion.... 

Congenital  malformations . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

Other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

All  causes. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY . 


MALES. 

FEMALES.  TOTAL 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

i 19 

20 

39 

6 

2 

8 

6 

2 

8 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

, 222 

203 

427 

Rates  per 

1 ,000 

Total 

(Live  and  Still)  Births. 

England  and  Wycombe  Rural 

Wales. 


District • 


Maternal  causes,  excluding  abortion 
Due  to  abortion 


Total  maternal  mortality. 


0.38 


1 

Nil 

1.18 
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CANCER  DEATHS. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  ( all  ages);- 

Males  42 

Females . 39 

Total 81 

Yearly  comparison  of  cancer  deaths 

1959.. ......... 81 

1 958<. 77 

1957..  84 

1956.. ... 79 

1955 62 

1954. 61 

The  following  organs  were  affected; - 

Stomach 12 

Lungs ................  19 

Breast 6 

Uterus 3 

Other  sites  ..........  41 

Total 81 

TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS. 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  cases) 0.04 

Total  Deaths  - Respiratory  Tuberculosis 1 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 0.02 

Total  Deaths  - Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis.. 1 

Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 0.02 

Total  Deaths  - Respiratory  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 75 

Respiratory  Death  Rate  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  1 .56 


POPULATIONS,  BIRTH  AND  MORTALITY  RATES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1959 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  1959. 
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NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING-  THE  YEAR  1939 


11 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA, 


Immunisation  against  diphtheria  (and,  where  desirable  whooping- 
cough)  , is  carried  out  in  Schools  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  your 
district,  the  arrangements  being  made  by  the  County  Council.  It  is 
also  possible  for  parents  to  arrange  for  this  to  be  done  by  their  own 
doctor.  Records  of  immunisation  are  kept  at  the  County  Offices. 


primary  Immunisations. 


Under 

1 year. 

1 

year 

2 

years 

3 4 

years  years 

5 - 9 

years 

10  - 14 
years 

Total 

232 

119 

3 

4 8 

35 

1 

422 

Booster  Doses. 

1=4  years 

5 

- 9 years 

10  - 

14  years 

Total 

35 

751 

50 

81 6 

Here  it  is  appropriate  to  mention  the  small  outbreak  of  diphtheria 
which  occurred  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  week  of  December  we  had  notification  of  the 
occurrence  of  palatal  paralysis  in  a nine  year  old  Loudwater  boy  who  had 
been  admitted  to  a local  hospital.  jf  week  later  a five  year  old  Loudwater 
girl  who  had  a sore  throat  ten  days  previously  was  admitted  to  hospital 
with  myocarditis  and  palatal  paralysis.  Subsequent  swabbing  of  this  girl’s 
classmates  revealed  four  carriers  who  were  isolated  at  home  and  treated 
with  erythromycin.  Unfortunately  the  swabbing  of  the  entire  school  had 
to  be  deferred  until  after  the  Christmas  vacation. 

Another  case  was  in  respect  of  a middle  aged  woman  who  following 
a "tonsillites"  in  late  September  subsequently  developed  signs  of  post- 
diphtheritic  paralysis  e.g.  nasal  speech,  regurgitation  of  fluids  down 
the  nose  and  difficulty  in  walking.  The  consultant  physician  who 
examined  her  said  that  the  signs  were  consistent  with  those  occurring 
after  a severe  attack  of  diphtheria.  There  was  one  other  case 
associated  with  these  three  - that  of  a master  at  Loudwater  school 
who  became  ill  with  a sore  throat  before  the  Xmas  holiday. 

All  four  patients  had  connection  with  Loudwater  school  - the 
9 year  old  boy  and  the  5 year  old  girl  as  pupils,  the  middle  aged  woman 
had  two  sons  at  it  and  the  teacher  taught  there. 

There  was  no  record  of  any  of  the  patients  having  been  immunised 
against  the  disease. 

As  the  incident  overlapped  the  new  year  more  detail  will  be  given 
in  the  report  for  I960.  These  are  the  only  cases  of  diphtheria  known  to 
have  occurred  in  the  area  for  13  years.  Fortunately  there  was  no  fatality. 
The  outbreak  may  have  done  some  good  by  bringing  home  to  parents  tbe  need 
for  immunisation. 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS. 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  continued  throughout  the  year  and 
the  campaign  was  greatly  accelerated  after  the  death  of  a lamous 
footballer  in  April  when  the  waiting  lists  began  to  build  up.  It  is 
not  possible  to  give  separate  figures  for  the  Rural  District  but  in 
the  “Wycombe  area  in  1959  53^262  injections  were  given,  or  to  put  it 
another  way  over  a thousand  per  week* 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  TETANUS . 

During  the  year  466  children  were  immunised  against  whooping-cough.. 
210  children  were  immunised  against  tetanus. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX, 

During  the  year  599  primary  vaccinations  were  carried  out. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS . 

As  in  the  previous  year  vaccination  was  offered  to  13  year  old 
children  attending  both  private  and  Council  schools.  After  a 
preliminary  tuberculin  test  the  negative  reactors  were  vaccinated. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  separate  figures  for  the  district  but 
in  the  area  of  the  wycombe  Divisional  Executive  1 ,1 03  children  were 
listed,  156  were  found  positive  and  947  were  vaccinated  or  86 % of 
those  tested.  So  far  it  is  estimated  that  vaccination  provides 
80 % protection  against  contracting  tuberculosis. 

HOSPITAIS. 

The  available  hospitals  in  the  District  are  the  Nigh  Wycombe 
War  Memorial  Hospital,  Booker  Hospital,  Amersham  General  Hospital, 
Maidenhead  Isolation  Hospital,  Canadian  Red  Cross  Hospital,  Taplow; 

Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital,  Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital,  Royal  Bucks 
Hospital,  Aylesbury;  The  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Churchill  Hospital 
and  the  Slade  Hospital,  Oxford;  and  the  Battle  Hospital,  Reading. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

The  ambulance  station  situated  at  West  End  Street,  High 
Wycombe,  serves  the  major  portion  of  the  district. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  194B» 


Section  47 


No  formal  action 
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DETAILS  OF  WATER  SUPPLY. 

I am  indebted  to  your  Engineer  & Surveyor  for  the  following  table j- 


Parish 

Supplied  direct  by 
pipes  into  houses. 

Supplied  by 
Standpipes . 

No.  of 
Houses. 

Estimated 

Population. 

No.  of 
Houses • 

Estimated 

Population. 

Bledlow-cum-Saunderton .... 

581 

1,881 

4 

20 

Bradenham 

40 

132 

- 

- 

E He  sbo  rough 

281 

928 

5 

18 

Pawley 

58 

193 

4 

14 

pingest 

560 

1,847 

16 

55 

H&mbleden 

41 5 

1,371 

12 

45 

Hampden,  G-t  & Lt ........ . 

102 

333 

5 

18 

Hedsor 

43 

142 

1 

3 

Hughenden 

1,813 

5,913 

17 

66 

Ibs tone 

94 

311 

2 

9 

Kimble  Gt  & Lt 

254 

836 

2 

7 

Lacey  Green 

376 

1,241 

8 

26 

Longwick-cum-Ilmer 

175 

584 

2 

7 

Marlow,  Gt 

571 

1,864 

21 

74 

Marlow  Lt*. 

262 

864 

6 

23 

Medmenham 

123 

406 

3 

14 

Radnage 

193 

631 

3 

9 

i 

Princes  Risborough 

1,910 

6,316 

4 

15 

Stokenchurch 

799 

2,631 

5 

18  j 

Turville 

105 

348 

11 

31 

West  Wycombe  Rural 

559 

1,845 

10 

34 

Woobum 

2,326 

7,587 

25 

79 

Chopping  Wycombe  Rural .... 

2,685 

8,788 

34 

122 

Totals  

14,325 

46,992 

200 

706 

15 
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RAINFALL  1959* 

I am  indebted  to  the  Director  of  the  Forest  products  Research 
Laboratory,  princes  Risborough,  for  the  following  particulars  of 
rainfall  recorded  during  1959. 


Rainfall  recorded  at  princes  Risborough 
Station;  333  feet  above  sea  level. 


1 

Month 

Monthly 

Rain- 

fall 

Inches 

No.  of  days 
on  which  rain 
fell  with  .01 

or  more 

measured. 

Largest  Rainfall 

Date 

' 

Amount 

Inches 

1 

January • 

3.72 

14 

20  th 

0.79 

February 

0.02 

2 

2nd  & 21st 

0.01 

March* 

2.94 

17 

3rd 

0.53 

April 

2.52 

15 

25th 

0.41 

May 

0.81 

6 

21st 

0.34 

June 

2.27 

13 

24th 

0.66 

July 

2.92 

10 

10th 

1 .08 

August 

1 .61 

8 

11th 

0.49 

September 

0.14 

1 

21st 

0.14 

October 

2.22 

15 

26  th 

0.58 

November 

2.84 

18 

17th 

0.46 

December 

4.99 

23 

25th 

0.54 

Totals 

Itf 

27.00 

142 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT,  1959. 

Public  Health  Department, 
28,  High  Street, 
High  Wycombe. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I beg  to  submit  a Summary  of  the  -work  carried  out 
by  the  Department  in  the  year  1959* 

I am 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant 

J.P.  PERRY 


Chief  public  Health  Inspector, 
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FOREWORD. 


Despite  the  progress  made  in  raising  the  standards  of  environmental 
hygiene  much  remains  to  be  done  in  order  to  maintain  and  improve  upon  the 
existing  conditions. 

An  attitude  of  complacency  with  present  standards  is  unjustified 
and  should  be  replaced  by  an  appreciation  of  the  need  for  sustained  effort 
in  the  tasks  which  lie  ahead. 

Good  housing  contributes  greatly  to  human  happiness.  Slum  clearance, 
the  unexpectedly  large  increase  in  the  population,  the  increasing  demand 
for  separate  dwellings  gives  emphasis  to  the  need  for  new  housing  and 
house  improvement . 

Schemes  for  main  drainage  and  piped  water  supplies  still  await 
implementation  in  many  areas  in  the  country.  Air  pollution  is  a 
major  problem,  food  poisoning  outbreaks  number  many  thousands  each  year. 
River  and  sea  pollution,  radiation  hazards  and  menace  from  noise  are 
some  of  the  matters  which  serve  to  remind  us  of  the  need  for  sustained 
effort  in  the  field  of  environmental  hygiene  in  order  that  people  may 
enjoy  happier,  healthier  and  more  comfortable  lives. 

The  Council’s  participation  in  this  work  i3  reflected  to  some 
extent  in  the  report  submitted  under  the  following  sections 


SECTION  *A* 


HOUSING 


SECTION  'B* 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


SECTION  *C* 


SANITATION 


SECTION  ’D' 


PEST  INFESTATION  CONTROL 


SECTION  *E' 


SUIERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


SECTION  'F* 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


SECTION  'G* 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


SECTION  'H* 


MISCELLANEOUS 
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SECTION  'A' 


HOUSING. 


Generally. 

The  building  of  houses  since  1945  by  local  authorities  and  private 
developers  has  done  much  to  bring  about  an  overall  improvement  of  the 
housing  situation  throughout  the  country.  Although  the  demand  for 
housing  may  have  become  less  imperative  it  is  still  appreciable. 

The  House  purchase  & Housing  Act,  1959,  provides  powers  to  help 
house  purchasers  and  to  this  end  enables  the  Government  to  make  loans 
not  exceeding  £100  million  to  building  societies  to  cover  loans  made 
to  owner-occupiers  to  buy  houses  built  before  January  1st  1959  of  a 
value  up  to  £3,000  in  London  and  £2,500  elsewhere.  This  means  a 
mortgage  of  95%  if  the  owner-occupier  wants  that  much.  Section  3 of 
the  Act  also  enables  local  authorities,  if  they  think  fit,  to  make 
mortgage  advances  of  100  per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  mortgage 
security  and  removes  the  limit  of  £5,000, 

Improvement  Grants. 

The  work  of  slum  clearance  continues  but  it  is  estimated  that 
there  are  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  houses  in  England  and  Wales 
which  on  present  standards  will  not  be  included  in  the  slum  clearance 
programme,  but  which  nevertheless  lack  amenities  that  are  considered 
to-day  to  be  necessary  for  decent  living.  Successive  Governments 
have  endeavoured  to  encourage  owners  to  carry  out  the  necessary  works 
of  improvement  to  sound  property  which  lacks  modem  amenities  by 
making  available  improvement  grants. 

The  House  purchase  & Housing  Act,  1959,  has  made  major  amend- 
ments to  the  law  governing  the  making  of  improvement  grants  and 
introduced  an  entirely  different  form  of  grant  - the  Standard  Grant. 
The  object  of  these  changes  is  to  facilitate  the  making  of  grants  and 
to  raise  the  housing  standards.  The  old  system  of  discretionary  grants 
with  certain  modifications  continues  to  operate  alongside  the  newer 
form  of  grants. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  there  are  some  three  to  four  million 
older  and  sub-standard  houses  which  require  the  amenities  and  con- 
veniences now  regarded  as  essential  to  a decent  and  healthy  life. 
Without  these  amenities  such  houses  are  well  on  their  way  to  perma- 
nent unfitness  as  they  fall  steadily  behind  modem  needs  and  the 
incentive  to  maintain  them  declines. 
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If  the  current  rate  at  which  improvements  are  carried  out  is 
maintained  viz.  120,000  a year  then  about  thirty  years  must  elapse 
before  »V1.  the  houses  are  provided  with  modem  amenities.  Many 
consider  this  far  too  long  a period,  and  advocate  that  the  grant 
schemes  should  be  made  more  attractive  if  landlords  are  to  be 
stimulated  to  take  advantage  of  them,  or  legislation  should  be  intro- 
duced to  enable  the  local  authority  to  compel  owners  to  improve  their 
houses  in  appropriate  cases. 

Housing  Action, 

During  the  year  1959*  thirty-five  houses  have  been  the  subject 
of  formal  housing  action  making  a total  of  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine  dwellings  which  have  been  dealt  with  since  the  end  of  1 955  • At 
that  time  the  Council  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  & Local 
Government  their  five  year  programme  in  connection  with  action  to  be 
taken  in  relation  to  unfit  houses  in  the  district. 

Details  of  the  action  taken  are  recorded  in  the  accompanying 
tables ; - 

Number  of 
houses , 

Total  houses  to  be  dealt  with ........  451 

Formal  Action, 

(a)  Houses  the  subject  of  undertakings  to  make  fit  for 


human  habitation. . . . . . . 154 

00  Houses  the  subject  of  undertakings  not  to  use  for 

human  habitation  when  vacated. Ill 

( c)  Demolition  Orders  made 61 

(*)  Houses  the  subject  of  formal  housing  action  - 

decision  pending ................... 31 


Informal  Action, 


(e)  Houses  made  fit  for  human  habitation..... 118 

(f)  Houses  demolished 4 

(g)  Total  houses  dealt  with  by  formal/informal  action....  479 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 


Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  year;- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  5*  10  & 1 2 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957s- 

0)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs,  (informal  notices)... » 5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  notice 5 

(b)  proceedings  under  Sections  1 6,  18  & 23  of  the  Housing  Act  1957:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  dealt  with  under  Section  1 6 

of  the  Housing  Act  1 957. 35 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made 7 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  subject  of  undertakings 

not  to  use  for  human  habitation  when  vacated 13 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  subject  of  undertakings 

to  repair 9 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders 5 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  repaired  as  a result  of 

undertakings  given  by  owners 21 

(7)  Number  of  demolition  orders  revoked Nil 

(c)  proceedings  under  the  public  Health  Act  1936;- 

(1 ) Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  the 

service  of  informal  /formal  notices 97 

Standard  Grants. 

Houses  inspected  in  connection  with  standard  grant 
applications 35 
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Rent  Act  1957  - Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

Applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  during  the  year  under 
review  numbered  seven o The  comparatively  few  applications  are  to 
some  extent  attributable  to  the  majority  of  notices  for  rent  increases 
being  served  soon  after  the  Act  came  into  operation  and  the  response 
by  tenants  at  that  time  for  certificates  of  disrepair e 

Applications  for  certificates  have  however  been  small  in  number 
since  the  Act  came  Into  force,  This  should  not  be  regarded  as 
indicating  the  general  fitness  of  houses.  It  is  more  likely  to 
be  attributed  to  the  fear  of  eviction,,  or  of  court  proceedings  s to 
a lack  of  interest  by  the  tenants  or  hesitation  on  the  part  of 
owners  to  increase  the  rents  of  houses  requiring  repair,,  than  to 
be  due  to  the  absence  of  items  of  disrepair. 


proceedings  under  the  Rent  Act  1957;- 

Part  1 , Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

(1 ) Number  of  applications  for  certificates ...............  7 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certif icates » . . „ . „ . . . Nil 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates.... .....o...  7 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule 7 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 

proviso  in  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule Nil 


(6)  Number  of  certificates  issued. o.... .................. . Nil 

Part  11.  Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates. 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  Certificates ........ ................ . 4 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  Nil 

(9)  Decision  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of 


tenants  objeotxon.  oco.a.ooo.. .....o... 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority 


Total  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  since  Act 
came  into  force, 


9eoooe«oo 


oo<voou®oooo»oc 


43 


- 23  - 


SECTION  °BC 
WATER  SUPPLIES. 

One  hundred  years  ago  polluted  drinking  water  caused  many 
deaths  annually,  whilst  to-day  water  borne  disease  has  been 
reduced  to  insignificant  proportions  . This  achievement  is 
highly  satisfactory,  but  the  possibility  of  disease  from  water 
must  never  be  overlooked 0 

Local  authorities  have  the  statutory  duty  to  determine  the 
sufficiency  and  wholesomeness  of  water  supplies  in  their  dis- 
tricts . Constant  vigilance  is  exercised  therefore  to  ensure 
that  water  supplies  are  not  subject  to  contamination  and  water 
sampling  is  frequently  carried  out  by  officers  of  the  public 
Health  Department. 

Water  from  a well,  which  is  a source  of  supply  for  the 
occupiers  of  111  houses  and  a factory,  was  found  to  show 
signs  of  contamination.  Because  of  special  circumstances 
relating  to  this  supply  the  Council  undertook  to  provide  a 
chemical  reagent  feeder  in  order  to  chlorinate  the  supply. 

The  plant  was  installed  and  all  water  samples  subsequently 
taken  as  a routine  procedure  have  been  reported  upon  as  con- 
forming to  a satisfactory  standard  of  purity* 

The  Council "s  water  supply  serving  the  parishes  of 
Stokenchurch,  Radnage,  part  of  Bledlow-cum-Saunderton  and 
Bradenham  and  derived  from  the  boreholes  at  Lower  End, 

Bennett  End,  Radnage,  has  been  regularly  checked  at  source. 

All  samples  have  been  bacteriologically  examined  and  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

The  group  of  water  undertakers  operating  in  the  rural 
district  will  undergo  a major  change  as  a result  of  the  Bucks 
Water  Board  Act  of  1959*  This  Act  provides  for  the  water 
undertakings  of  the  High  Wycombe  Borough  Council,  wycombe 
Rural  District  Council  and  Marlow  Water  Company  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Bucks  Water  Board. 

As  a result  only  two  water  undertakings  will  operate  in 
the  district  viz.  the  Bucks  Water  Board  and  the  Rickmansworth 
& Uxbridge  Valley  water  Company. 
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Water  Sampling. 

Of  the  1 29  samples  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  for 
chemical/bacteriological  examination  34  were  reported  upon  as 
being  unsatisfactory#  In  some  cases  water  mains  were  not 
within  a reasonable  distance  and  the  Council  approved  main 
extensions  of  a minor  character# 

In  other  cases  where  the  water  was  found  to  be  contaminated 
the  owners  were  requested  to  connect  the  houses  to  the  water  mains s 
and  compliance  was  generally  secured  as  a result  of  informal  action# 


SECTION  cC9 

SANITATION# 

Cesspool  drainage  is  still  the  predominant  form  of  drainage 
in  the  area  and  the  attendant  problems  relating  to  collection  and 
disposal  of  sewage  remain# 

These  difficulties  are  however  being  progressively  resolved 
as  the  drainage  schemes  for  Woobum  Valley 9 Hughenden  and  Hazlemere 
proceed#  As  other  schemes  come  into  operation  the  concept  of  a 
network  of  sewers  throughout  the  district  will  be  appreciably 
nearer  realisation# 

In  the  meanwhile  many  problems  arise  in  connection  with  the 
existing  individual  drainage  systems  of  houses  9 and  officers  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  are  constantly  advising  householders  who 
experience  trouble  in  this  connection# 
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SECTION  ,Dt 

PEST  INFESTATION  CONTROL. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  the  Common  Rat  population  is 
at  least  as  large  as  the  human  population  of  Great  Britain* 

Quite  apart  from  their  destructive  habits  causing  them  to 
he  a factor  of  considerable  economic  importance 3 rats  are 
definitely  carriers  of  disease , and  as  such  constitute  an  ever- 
present menace  to  the  public  health* 

Rodent  extermination  is  therefore  a matter  of  major 
importance  , and  this  is  reflected  in  the  prevention  of  Damage 
by  pests  Act  s 1949S  which  clearly  defines  the  duties  of  owners 
and  occupiers  of  premises  and  local  authorities  in  the  work  of 
pest  extermination*  Rodent  control  is  a community  responsibi- 
lity, and  in  this  connection  occupiers  of  premises  can  play 
an  important  part  by  reporting  immediately  any  infestation 
which  occurs  in  order  that  action  may  be  promptly  taken. 

Workable  Area  Committee, 


The  Council  is  a constituent  member  of  the  South  Bucks  & 
East  Berks  Workable  Area  Committee  and  meetings  of  the 
Committee  have  been  held  at  regular  intervals* 

The  Committee  3 comprised  of  representatives  from  local 
authorities.  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food  and 
other  interested  organisations,  is  a most  useful  medium  for 
exchange  of  views  on  pest  destruction  work* 

Research  work  is  continuously  carried  out  by  personnel 
of  the  Ministry  in  order  to  discover  more  effective  material 
and  methods  for  pest  destruction  and  members  of  the  Committee 
are  kept  informed  of  these  developments* 

Rodent  Control  Treatment* 

The  withdrawal  of  the  Ministry's  rodent  destruction 
service  from  farms  in  1958  necessitated  a considerable  in- 
crease of  inspection  work  on  farms  by  the  Council* s staff, 
having  regard  to  the  statutory  duty  inqposed  on  local 
authorities  by  the  prevention  of  Damage  by  pests  Act,  1 949, 
to  survey  their  districts  periodically  and  to  secure  that 
the  districts  are  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice. 
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As  a result  the  Council  decided  to  operate  a rodent  destruction 
service  on  farms  at  agreed  charges  0 Farmers  generally  are  co-operative 
and  appreciative  of  the  service  and  rodent  control  in  this  sphere  has 
progressed  satisfactorily.  The  service  is  also  employed  for  treat- 
ment of  other  types  of  business  premises. 

The  income  derived  from  this  work  during  1959  totalled  £1,016  Is. id* 

During  the  year  as  a result  of  survey  and  notification  by  occupiers 
of  infested  premises,  extermination  of  rodents  has  been  carried  out  at 
dwelling  houses,  factory  premises,  food  premises,  refuse  tips,  etc. 
Details  relating  to  the  work  are  submitted  in  the  accompanying  table. 

Other  pests. 

Numerous  calls  for  assistance  were  made  to  the  public  Health 
Department  by  persons  sorely  troubled  by  wasps  and  in  this  respect 
the  year  1959  was  a noteworthy  one. 

The  calls  did  not  go  unanswered  and  264  wasp  nests  were  destroyed 
thereby  bringing  great  relief  to  harassed  residents  who  were  very- 
appreciative  of  the  service  given. 

This  work  which  was  carried  out  by  the  Council  *s  two  rodent 
control  operators  was  additional  to  their  normal  duties.  Credit 
is  due  to  them  for  carrying  out  a job  which  presented  hazards  both 
from  wasp  stings  and  reaching  the  nests  which  were  often  in  places 
difficult  of  access. 


ION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


27 
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SECTION  *EC 

SUPERVISION  OP  POOD  SUPPLIES. 


pood  packaging . 

in  recent  .years  there  has  "been  many  changes  in  food  production 
and  distrihutiono  New  techniques  haw  evolved  and  not  least  has 
been  the  big  swing  to  food  in  packages. 

It  has  been  stated  that  eight  out  of  every  ten  food  items 
bought  are  wrapped  in  some  way.  They  are  packaged  in  any  of 
hundreds  of  different  types  of  board,  glass,  foil,  plastics  or 
metal.  Most  packages  are  planned  to  protect  the  food.  Each 
year  new  materials  are  derived  to  keep  food  fresh  and  clean  for 
long  lengths  of  time.  in  this  connection  the  British  packaging 
industry  has  done  prodigious,  worko 

It  is  estimated  that  the  British  housewife  buys  at  least 
2,000  packages  each  year.  This  is  regarded  as  a conservative 
estimate  and  the  figure  leaps  each  year. 

Self  service  shops  have  contributed  to  this  situation. 

It  has  been  stated  that  50  shops  a month  change  over  to  the  new 
method  of  selling,  and  it  is  claimed  that  the  housewives  prefer 
the  cleanliness  and  convenience  of  food  ready  packed  and  that 
they  trust  the  quality  of  the  branded  goods  they  buy. 

pish  packed  and  frozen  three  hours  after  it  is  hauled  from 
the  sea,  is  new  protected  until  it  reaches  tbs  customer  - in  a 
package.  Soup  the  preparation  of  which  was  often  regarded  as  a 
chore  is  sold  in  hygienic ally  sealed  foil  pouches • 

Baby  foods,  trusted  by  the  fondest  mothers  come  pre-cooked 
and  sterilised  in  glass  jars  and  metal  cans.  Cheese,  biscuits, 
bread,  coffee,  meat,  fruit  are  protected  and  clean  by  the  use 
of  plastics  and  various  types  of  carton. 

Transparent  cellulose  fibre  has  probably  played  a greater 
part  than  any  other  material  in  presenting  food  to  the  public  in 
a clean,  wholesome  and  hygienic  condition.  It  protects  all  types 
of  foods  from  contamination  by  dust,  dirt  and  at  the  same  time 
prolongs  its  shelf  life.  It  is  also  an  effective  barrier  to 
odours  and  grease.  Because  it  is  crystal  clear  the  housewife 
can  see  exactly  what  she  is  buying. 

To  the  laymen  all  cellulose  film  looks  the  same,  but  there 
are  actually  many  types,  each  designed  to  keep  the  food  wrapped 
in  it  in  the  best  possible  condition. 
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One  type  has  a moisture-proof  lacquer  on  both  sides  and  is  a 
good  barrier  to  moisture  vapour.  This  film  is  used  for  wrapping 
bread,  cakes,  swiss  rolls,  sweets  and  many  other  food  products 
which  need  protection  from  moisture  gain  or  loss. 

in  another  type  the  film  is  again  lacquered  on  both  sides 
but  the  lacquer  is  to  a different  formula  and  will  allow,  fairly 
readily,  the  passage  of  moisture.  This  quality  is  used  for 
wrapping  products  that  require  to  "breathe”  such  as  sausages, 
meat  pies,  certain  types  of  cakes  and  various  items  of  fresh 
produce,  tomatoes,  apples  and  cauliflowers. 

For  fresh  meat  there  is  still  another  type.  This  quality 
has  a moisture-proof  lacquer  on  one  side  only  and  the  meat  is 
wrapped  with  the  uncoated  side  of  the  film  in  contact  with  it. 
This  enables  the  meat  if  kept  at  a regulated  temperature  to 
retain  its  bright  red  colour  for  at  least  three  days. 

Still  another  quality  is  ideal  for  wrapping  products  that 
must  not  pick  up  moisture  such  as  biscuits  and  pharmaceutical 
tablets  or  must  not  lose  moisture  such  as  table  jellies. 

Food.  Hygiene. 

In  the  food  factories  hygiene  is  strictly  observed.  Fast 
machines,  wash,  scrub  and  sterilise  food.  Then  it  is  packed 
quickly.  Some  firms  even  sterilise  after  packing  by  putting 
every  can  under  a special  ray. 

In  certain  factories,  particularly  those  where  foodstuffs 
such  as  sausages,  sausage  rolls  and  meaty  jelly  and  gravy  demand 
the  most  scrupulous  manufacture  and  protection,  are  to  be  found 
white-robed,  white-coated  employees  working  amid  large  areas  of 
white  tiles  and  stainless  steel  in  fly-proofed  production  de- 
partments where  filtered  air  is  washed  and  changed  at  frequent 
intervals • 

Ice-cream. 


As  in  the  case  of  all  milk  products,  ice-cream  is  easily 
contaminated  and  particular  care  is  necessary  at  every  stage  of 
its  manufacture,  storage,  transport  and  sale  to  prevent  it 
becoming  contaminated  and  consequently  dangerous  to  health. 

Premises  used  for  the  manufacture,  storage  or  sale  of  ice- 
cream must  be  registered.  During  the  year  there  were  4 new 
premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  bringing  the  total 
registered  premises  in  the  district  to  11 6. 
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Registered  premises  have  been  the  subject  of  supervision.  The 
practice  of  pre-packing  ice-cream  is  extensively  adopted  and  this 
practice  considerably  reduces  risk  of  contamination* 

Complaints . 

Complaints  received  in  connection  -with  foodstuffs  purchased 
included; - 

Bandage  in  corned  beef 

Unpleasant  taste  -with  chocolate  cake. 

Meat  turning  a vivid  red  colour 

Mouldy  bread 

Confectionery  paper  in  bread 

pish  tasting  of  disinfectant 

Sausage  -with  unpleasant  taste 

The  fat  in  the  chocolate  coating  of  the  cake  was  found  to  be 
rancid.  The  colouration  of  meat  was  due  to  an  organism  known  as 
chromobacterium  prodi.giosum  which  is  non-pathogenic  to  man.  An 
analyst  considered  the  fish  had  been  in  contact  with  phenols, 
probably  derived  from  preservatives  used  for  fishing  gear.  The 
bacteriological  condition  of  the  sausage  was  found  to  be  unsatis- 
factory and  an  analyst  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  sausage  did  not 
contain  sufficient  salt  to  suppress  the  growth  of  undesirable 
bacteria. 

In  the  case  of  the  bandage  found  in  a tin  of  corned  beef 
summary  proceedings  were  instituted  and  the  defendants  fined 
£25  and  £3  costs. 

Safeguarding  of  food  supplies. 

Pood  & Drugs  administration  is  one  of  the  most  important 
sections  of  the  environmental  health  services  and  this  duty  is 
entrusted  to  local  authorities.  Councils  have  to  require  that 
legal  enactments  which  are  designed  to  ensure  that  food  supplies 
are  wholesome  are  complied  with.  This  is  a basic  duty  of  the 
officers  of  public  health  departments.  In  this  work  the  co- 
operation of  the  food  trades  is  sought  and  the  response  generally 
is  gratifying. 

Effective  administration  with  constant  educational  activity 
will  undoubtedly  secure  a large  measure  of  progress  and  improve- 
ment in  food  handling.  An  info  need  and  discriminating  public 
can  also  accomplish  much  towards  securing  satisfactory  standards. 
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A summary  of  the  work  of  the  department  in  connection  with 
visits  to  cafes,  restaurants  and  food  shops  is  as  follows 


Number  of  visits  to  food  premises 682 

Food  rooms  redecorated 37 

Food  rooms  repaired  (floors,  walls,  ceil  jags,  windows)...  21 

Wash-basins  provided 6 

New  Sanitary  accommodation  provided 4 

Provision  of  constant  hot  water  supply 7 

Rodent  infestation  dealt  with 34 

Additional  ventilation  provided 9 

Refuse  receptacles  provided 17 


Milk, 


At  one  time  milk  was  provided  and  sold  in  a manner  that 
would  seem  impossible  judged  by  present  day  standards  of  food 
hygiene.  Cows  were  often  kept  in  insanitary  back  yards  and 
were  likely  to  be  diseased.  They  were  not  infrequently  milked 
in  streets.  Oaken  pails  and  ladles  were  used  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  milk.  There  was  one  redeeming  feature  however  - no 
clattering  bottles. 

In  little  more  than  a century  amazing  reforms  have  taken 
place  to  make  milk  one  of  the  safest  of  our  foods  and  its 
production  and  distribution  commands  attention. 

It  has  been  stated  that  it  costs  one  million  pounds  a 
day  to  get  the  milk  from  cow  to  doorstep.  Every  day  30 
million  pints  are  delivered  to  10  million  homes  in  Britain, 

In  addition  innumerable  schools,  factories,  hospitals, 
restaurants  and  hotels  are  served.  It  comes  from  155>000 
farms  and  about  three  million  cows.  Of  about  12  breeds  of 
dairy  cattle  the  black  and  white  Friesians  are  the  most 
popular. 

Milk  regulations  cover  the  registration  of  farms,  regular 
inspection  of  cattle,  standards  for  buildings,  the  production, 
treatment  and  storage  of  milk,  of  milk  containers  and  apparatus 
and  the  transport  and  distribution  of  milk. 

Herds  are  subject  to  repeated  tests  in  connection  with 
tubercle  free  milk  and  diseased  cows  are  eradicated.  Heat- 
treatment  is  another  method  used  extensively  in  order  to  ensure 
that  there  is  no  danger  from  milk. 
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At  collecting  depots  and  dairies  all  the  milk  is  tested  for  fresh- 
ness and  quality.  Laboratory  workers  test  for  harmful  bacteria  and 
measure  the  percentage  of  butterfat  and  other  food  solids. 

The  milk  is  cooled  to  a temperature  of  degrees  F before  it  is 
pumped  into  giant  tankers  for  transport  by  road  and  rail.  Three- 
quarters  of  all  milk  travels  by  , road. 

At  the  bottling  plants,  (there  are  about  900  in  England  and  Wales), 
the  milk  is  again  cooled  before  pasteurisation.  All  these  processes 
are  now  highly  mechanised  which  means  that  the  milk  reaching  our  homes 
has  not  been  touched  by  hand.  The  industry  from  farmer  to  roundsman 
is  proud  its  standards. 

Specified  Areas. 

Since  the  first  "specified  areas"  were  created  some  years  ago 
the  sale  of  designated  milks  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  that, 
to-day,  the  greater  part  of  the  nations  milk  supply  is  either  heat- 
treated  or  comes  from  tuberculin  tested  herds  and  sold  raw. 

Only  milk  which  is  heat-treated  or  tuberculin  tested  can  be 
sold  in  the  Council’s  district  which  is  a ^specified  area". 

Future  Trends. 


Looking  ahead  when  all  herds  are  attested  in  19&1  , and  free 
from  tuberculosis,  it  is  probable  that  the  only  milk  on  the  liquid 
market  will  be  tuberculin  tested  heat  treated  milk.  A mini. mum 
standard  based  on  total  solids  will  no  doubt  be  prescribed  and  pay- 
ment to  producers  will  be  on  a quality  basis.  Cream  which  at 
present  is  outside  the  Milk/  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  and 
the  Specified  Milk  Orders,  will  eventually  have  to  be  heat  treated, 
as  both  milk  and  cream  can  carry  disease.  Finally,  the  dispensation 
of  milk  churns  and  collection  of  milk  from  farms  by  tanks. 

The  Council’s  participation  in  administering  legislation 
dealing  with  milk  is  reflected  in  the  following  information: - 


Number  of  visits  to  dairy  premises 171 

New  daily  premises  registered Nil 

Number  of  dealers*  licences  issued  to  use  designation 

"Pasteurised" 17 

" " " " " use  designation 

"Tuberculin  Tested" . . 15 
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Number  of  supplementary  licences  issued  to  use  designation 

"Pasteurised" 5 

" " " " issued  to  use  designation 

"Tuberculin  Tested",  6 

" " licences  issued  to  designation  "Sterilised" 5 

" " cases  of  milk  infected  -with  tubercle  bacilli..., 

» " " " " n n brucella 3 

" " milk  samples  taken  for  biological  examination...  18 

Meat  Inspection. 


Section  3 of  the  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958  requires  each 
local  authority  to  report  to  the  Minister  on;- 

(a)  the  existing  and  probable  future  requirements 

of  their  districts  for  slaughterhouse  facilities, 
and 

(b)  the  facilities  -which  are,  or  are  likely  to  become 
available  to  meet  these  requirements. 

Local  Authorities  have  until  November  2nd  to  submit 
their  reports. 

As  indicated  in  the  preceding  annual  report  the  Council 
have  initiated  meetings  with  meat  traders,  other  interested 
organisations  and  members  of  neighbouring  local  authorities  in 
order  to  determine  the  needs  of  the  meat  traders  in  the  area 
in  relation  to  the  slaughtering  facilities. 

The  meetings  were  not  conclusive  and  consultations  are 
still  proceeding  in  order  to  clarify  the  position. 

Occupiers  of  the  existing  slaughterhouses  in  the  district 
have  again  co-operated  in  their  efforts  to  maintain  satisfactory 
food  hygiene  standards  and  to  ensure  that  animals  are  humanely 
treated. 

All  animals  killed  in  the  slaughterhouses  within  the 
Council's  district  have  been  examined  by  your  officers. 

The  amount  of  meat  condemned  has  again  been  comparitively 
small  due  to  selective  buying  by  the  butchers  and  the  purchase 
of  animals  reared  locally,  resulting  in  a minimum  of  trans- 
portation with  consequent  reduced  risk  of  injury. 
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In  the  preceding  annual  report  I referred  to  the  modern  table 
poultry  industry  developing  from  nothing  in  1953  to  its  current 
production  of  100  million  birds  during  the  year  under  review* 

In  a typical  broiler  plant  birds  from  ten  to  twelve  weeks 
old  are  killed,  bled,  put  into  plucking  machines,  singed,  eviscerated, 
eviscerated  carcases  washed  and  placed  into  chill- 1 anks . The  car- 
cases are  then  placed  in  diaphane  envelopes  and  subsequently  loaded 
into  blast  freezers*  The  birds  emerge  in  a lurd  frozen  condition 
and  are  packed  in  cartons  in  readiness  for  deli-very* 

Establishment  of  such  plants  places  new  responsibilities  on 
local  authorities,  and  premises  within  the  Council's  district 
have  been  the  subject  of  inspection* 

The  Council  considered  that  in  certain  respects  packing 
stations  and  all  the  various  aspects  of  processing  carried  out 
therein  are  not  adequately  controlled  by  existing  legislation. 

As  a result  officers  of  the  Council  met  representatives  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & 

Food  and  the  question  of  legislation  applicable  to  poultry  packing 
stations  was  discussed  in  a most  conpreher.sive  manner*  Ministry 
officials  stated  that  a code  of  practice  was  being  prepared  which 
would  give  advice  and  guidance  to  persons  in  the  poultry  packing 
trade  and  at  the  same  time  assist  local  authorities  in  their 
administrative  work  appropriate  to  the  new  industry* 

Details  relating  to  the  animals  killed  in  the  slaughterhouses 
within  the  Council's  area  are  set  forth  in  the  accompanying 
table  • 


- 35  - 


MEAT. 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

f Sheep 

Calves  { and  j 

1 Lambs 

Pigs 

iorses 

Number  killed 

247 

34 

i 

58  1 ,354 

1,081 

- 

I Number  inspected 

247 

34  | 

58  1 ,354 

1 ,081 

- 

All  diseases  except  j 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercij- 

Whole  carcases 
i condemned i 

1 J 

1 

: 

1 

I 

l 

i 

i 

1 

i 

1 

3 5 

j 

4 

Part  carcase  or 
organ  condemned.... 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci . . . 

31 

6 | 22 

25 

| 

j 

— 

12.576 

17.<$ 

| 

! 

i 

1 

5.27s  | 276 

2.7? 

1 

1 

; - 1 

-i 

Tuberculosis  only;- 

Whole  carcase 
condemned 

Part  carcase  or 
organ  condemned. . • 

percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

l—  ~ 

! 

1 

| 

i 

_ 

I 

1 ~ „ 

7 

j 

"" 

1 

! 

i 

i 

r " 

1 " 

.65 

i 

Cysticercosis : - 

Part  carcase  or 
organ  condemned... 

Carcases 

refrigerated 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned. 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

• 

— 

1 

These  figures  represent  a total  carcase  weight  condemned  of 
3 cwt.  3qtrs.  17  l"bs  and  weight  of  offal  9 cwt.  2 qtrs.  13  lbs 


-36- 

SECTION  *F' 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES . 


Factories • 


The  factory  premises  registered  with  the  Council  number  166. 

The  tables  submitted  herewith  contain  statistical  information 
required  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service,  and  include 
the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  in  relation  to  factory 
administration  as  it  concerns  the  local  authority* 

Matters  claiming  attention  include  cleanliness,  ventilation, 
lighting,  sanitary  accommodation  and  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
fire*  A number  of  factories  have  canteens  and  are  therefore  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  1953  and  the  pood  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955* 

Homework , 


A provision  of  the  Factories  Act  1 937  requires  firms  employing 
outworkers  to  furnish  to  the  local  authority  twice  yearly  lists 
giving  the  names  and  addresses  of  persons  carrying  out  specified 
work  connected  with  the  business  of  the  factory  at  premises  outside 
the  factory* 

Homes  of  the  outworkers  should  conform  to  a satisfactory 
standard  of  environmental  hygiene* 


The  lists  submitted  to  the  Council  showed  that  outworkers  were 
principally  employed  on  the  making  and  altering  of  wearing  apparel. 

1 • Inspections  made  for  provisions  as  to  Health* 


Number  on 

Premises  Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1 ) Factories  in  which 

Sections  1 ,2,3,4  & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities ....  10 

21 

2 

Nil 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1 ) in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 156 

189 

12 

Nil 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 

Sec.  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex 
outworkers  premises)...  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 1 66 

210 

14 

Nil 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  wew  found 

Number  of 

Referred 

cases  in 
which  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted. 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

To  H.M 
Inspec- 
tor. 

. By  H.M. 

- inspec- 
tor 

1 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

' - -| 

Nil 

Overcrowding 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  tempe- 

rature 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventila- 

tion 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

ineffective  drainage 

of  floors 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences, 
(a)  Insufficient 

4 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

8 

6 

■ 

Nil 

5 

i 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences 
relating  to  Outworks) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

13 

14 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

Number  of  Certificates  issued  relating  to  the  provision  of 
sufficient  means  of  Fire  Escape 


1 


- 38  - 


OUTWORK. 

Sections  110  and  111  . 


Nature  of 
work 

No.  of 
outwor- 
kers in 
August 
list  re- 
quire d by 
Sec.  110 

0)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases 

of  de- 
fault 
in 

sending 
lists 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prose- 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply- 

lists 

No.  of 
instan- 
ces of 
work  in 
unwhole-- 

some 

premises 

Notices 

served 

prose- 

cutions 

Wearing  apparel 
Making  etc 

61 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Household  Linen 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lace,  Lace  cur- 
tains & nets. . . 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Artificial 

flowers 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

83 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Rag  Flock. 


The  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951,  forbids 
the  use  of  filling  materials  to  which  the  Act  applies  for  such 
purposes  as  upholstery  and  the  stuffing  of  bedding,  toys  and  baby 
carriages  except  on  premises  registered  by  a local  authority* 

Standards  of  cleanliness  of  filling  materials  are  given  by 
Regulations  and  penalties  are  prescribed  for  using  unclean  material* 

Accordingly  premises  have  been  visited,  records  checked  and 
samples  of  rag  flock  taken  where  deemed  necessary.  Generally  the 
filling  materials  were  found  to  be  marked  with  the  British  Standards 
Institution  mark  signifying  that  the  materials  comply  with  the 
prescribed  standards  of  cleanliness* 
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SECTION  'G1 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


Clean  Air, 

A Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  to  the  Government  on 
the  question  of  air  pollution  reported  that  air  pollution  on  the  scale 
■with  which  we  are  familiar  in  this  country  to-day  is  a social  and 
economic  evil  which  should  no  longer  be  tolerated  and  should  be  com- 
bated with  the  same  conviction  and  energy  as  were  applied  one 
hundred  years  ago  in  securing  pure  water. 

To  achieve  this  would  necessitate  a national  effort  entailing 
costs  and  sacrifices  involving  expenditure  by  the  Government,  local 
authorities,  industry  and  householders  alike.  The  attainment  of 
clean  air  however  would  secure  happier  and  more  healthy  living 
conditions  for  millions  of  people  and  the  cost  of  the  cure  would  be 
far  less  than  the  national  loss  in  allowing  the  evil  to  continue. 

In  1 956  the  Clean  Air  Act  was  passed,  the  main  provisions  taking 
effect  in  1958*  Although  implementation  of  the  Act  is  gaining  momen- 
tum a vast  amount  of  work  remains  to  be  done. 

Railways  . 


The  reduction  of  railway  smoke  is  progressing  as  the  British 
Transport  Commission  inplements  its  modernisation  schemes. 

Industry. 

The  prevention  of  industrial  smoke  raises  many  technical  prob- 
lems. Considerable  sums  however  are  being  spent  on  plant  improvement 
and  industry  is  generally  recognising  its  obligations  to  reduce  air 
pollution. 

Domestic. 


The  domestic  chimney  is  responsible  for  more  than  half  the  total 
smoke  from  all  sources,  and  for  the  firs-t  time  local  authorities  can 
now  control  domestic  smoke.  Smoke  control  orders  are  the  means  pro- 
vided by  the  Act  for  dealing  with  the  domestic  oiuuice  problem. 

Improvements  in  this  sphere  are  however  evolving.  New  and  efficient 
appliances  are  replacing  the  old  ‘type  of  fire  grate.  Smokeless  fuels  are 
ousting  coalj  and  gas,  electricity  and  oil  fuel  are  being  used  increasingly. 


- 40  - 


Control  Measures, 


Control  measures  which  the  Council  are  at  present  operating  in 
order  to  prevent  atmospheric  pollution  include  •- 

(1 ) Action  where  necessary  against  the  emission  of  dark 
smoke  and  securing  the  minimum  emission  of  grit 
and  dust. 

(2)  Ensuring  that  new  industrial  furnaces  are  not 
installed  unless  they  are  capable  so  far  as 
practicable  of  being  operated  without  emitting 
smoke • 

(3)  Regulating  the  height  of  chimneys  in  connection 
with  the  erection  or  extension  of  industrial 
buildings • 

(4)  Implementing  byelaws  which  require  all  new 
buildings  to  be  equipped  with  smokeless  fuel 
appliances. 

(5)  A housing  estate  is  situated  partly  in  the 
rural  district  and  partly  in  a neighbouring 
authority’s  area.  The  Council  and  the 
neighbouring  authority  have  resolved  to  make 
the  housing  estate  the  subject  of  a joint  smoke 
control  order  and  the  Minister’s  approval  is 
awaited. 


SECTION  'H*. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


Moveable  Dwellings. 

It  is  said  that  caravan  sites  are  an  admission  of  failure  to 
build  houses  or  make  available  houses  at  prices  which  the  people 
can  afford.  Most  of  the  people  living  in  caravans  would  prefer  to 
be  in  houses. 

The  increasing  use  of  caravans  as  homes  has  focussed  attention 
on  the  problems  of  caravan  occupation  and  the  inadequacies  of  the 
legislation  controlling  moveable  dwellings.  As  a result  the 
Government  is  preparing  new  legislation  which  will  have  as  its 
object;  a more  effective  control  and  improvement  of  conditions  on 
sites  by  requiring  good  standards  of  layout,  equipment  and  maintenance. 

The  implementation  of  the  Bill  into  effective  law  is  awaited  by 
all  concerned  with  caravan  occupation, as  amendment  of  the  existing 
legislation  is  long  overdue. 
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Registration  of  Dealers  in  Old  Metals  & Marine  Stores. 

There  are  1 2 premises  -within  the  rural  district  -where  the 
business  of  dealing  in  old  metals  is  transacted.  In  accordance 
with  Section  88  of  the  public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907,  records 
must  be  kept  in  relation  to  articles  purchased  by  such  dealers. 

The  National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Section  50 • 

A local  authority  has  the  responsibility  to  arrange  for 
the  burial  or  cremation  of  any  person  who  has  died  or  has  been 
found  d.ea<|  in  the  area,  providing  that  no  other  suitable  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  for  the  burial. 

The  Council  were  not  called  upon  to  arrange  for  any  burials 
during  the  year  under  review. 

pet  Animals  Act , 1 951  * 

This  Act  regulates  the  sale  of  pet  animals  making  provision 
for  the  licensing  of  pet  animal  shops  and  imposing  conditions  for 
the  animals  to  be  accommodated  and  cared  for  in  a satisfactory 
manner* 

Two  shops  were  licensed  during  the  year  under  review. 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Regulations,  1953* 

This  Act  makes  it  an  offence  to  sell  or  expose  for  sale 
any  heating  appliances  not  fitted  with  a suitable  guard. 

No  contraventions  of  the  Act  hare  been  observed 
Licensing  of  Game  Dealers. 

The  Council  granted  four  licaaces  authorising  dealers  to 
buy  and  sell  game. 

Hairdressers . 

The  Council  has  adopted  Section  52  of  the  Buckinghamshire 
County  Council  Act  which  provides  for  the  registration  of  hair- 
dressers and  barbers. 

The  Council  have  now  made  byelaws  under  the  same  Act  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  cleanliness  of  the  premises,  instruments, 
towels,  materials  and  equipment  together  with  the  cleanliness  of 
persons  employed  on  the  premises  in  regard  to  both  themselves  and 
their  clothing 

Twenty  premises  have  now  been  registered  for  the  carrying 
on  of  the  business  of  hairdresser  and/or  barber. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

Visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  cases  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases.  Relevant  information  with  regard  to  the 
history  of  the  cases  obtained  and  recorded,  contacts  checked  and 
disinfection  of  rooms  and  bedding  carried  out.  Details  of  the 


department *s  work  is  indicated  below;  - 

Number  of  visits  paid..., 1 93 

» n re-visits 27 

M w premises  disinfected  (tuberculosis) 8 

" ” premises  disinfected  (other  infectious  diseases.  67 

Noise. 


Noise  has  again  claimed  increasing  attention  during  the  year 
under  review  in  relation  to  its  effects  upon  health. 

Research  is  proceeding  on  how  to  control  noise  and  how  to 
assess  its  harmful  effects  on  the  people.  The  extent  of  the 
awareness  of  the  noise  nuisance  is  reflected  by  the  introduction 
in  Parliament  of  a Noise  Abatement  Bill. 

The  Council  have  adopted  Section  51  of  the  Buckinghamshire 
County  Council  Act  1957  which  prescribes  that  any  excessive,  un- 
reasonable or  unnecessary  noise  which  is  prejudicial  to  health 
or  a nuisance  shall  be  a statutory  nuisance.  A degree  of  control 
may  be  exercised  by  this  provision. 

Workers  in  Non-Industrial  premises. 

Although  there  is  legislative  control  of  public  health 
matters  affecting  persons  in  factories  and  workshops  there  is 
a notable  omission  in  this  respect  with  regard  to  persons  employed 
in  offices.  Inadequate  lighting  and  ventilation  may  occur  and 
satisfactory  standards  of  environmental  hygiene  ignored. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  country  in  all  trades 
and  occupations  is  about  twenty-three  million,  and  the  majority 
are  protected  by  adequate  legislation  to  promote  healthy  environ- 
ment, decent  working  conditions  and  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
fire.  The  remainder  comprising  ten  million  non-industrial  workers 
are  not  so  protected. 

The  Gowers  Committee  in  1949  recommended  that  legislation  be 
introduced  to  provide  non-industrial  workers  with  healthy  and  safe 
working  conditions.  Ten  years  have  now  elapsed  and  the  Gowers 
report  requires  implementation  forthwith. 


- 43  - 


CONCLUSION. 


I trust  that  this  report  has  given  some  indication  of  the 
Council’s  work  towards  improving  environmental  hygiene. 

Law  relevant  to  these  matters  is  often  involved,  complicated 
and  ambiguous  and  administration  is  made  difficult  on  that 
account.  These  shortcomings  and  resultant  frustations  present 
a challenge  calling  for  renewed  effort  in  order  to  maintain  and 
improve  upon  the  standard  of  environmental  hygiene  we  now  enjoy. 

> 


